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who married Ne-maat-Hap, the last of the long line of
the 2nd Dynasty, thus renewing the union of the two
powers, and assumed the significant sobriquet of Kha-
sekhefnui ('Appearance of the Two Powers'). He
built an enormous tomb for himself at Abydos.
The names of the rulers of the 3rd Dynasty are
greatly confused and their sequence is gravely doubt-
ful. But the most important figure of the line was
Tjeser, perhaps the son of Khasekhem. He was a
conqueror of some dimensions and the builder of the
first pyramid of stone, the Step-Pyramid of Sakkara
with its admirable temple. Sa-Nekht, his brother,
probably succeeded him. Another king of this dynas-
ty, Nefarka, deserves mention for he unsuccessfully
began the huge rock-cut excavation at Zawiyet el-
Aryan, south of Giza.
With the 3rd Dynasty the archaic period ends
and the epoch of the Great Pyramids begins.
The Age of the Pyramids
The Pyramids of Egypt have attracted visitors
perhaps ever since they were built. Herodotus and
Diodorus were lavish in their compliments to the great
architects of antiquity who erected these massed enor-
mities of solid masonry, and visitor after visitor, nation
after nation, has gone on paying tributes to those
wonders of the Nile. Egypt is the Pyramids. The
country has become identical with its architectonic
achievement which time has not succeeded in des-
troying. Pyramids epitomize the history of an epoch.
As the visitor drives to the south-west of modern
Cairo and approaches the low ridge ot   the   desert
jutting up at the edge of the cultivated north-west of
&&cient Memphis, triangular structures of rocks loom
* targfe &L the horizon and strike the sight*   These are
,feV|*y^raids, of which the biggest was called Khut>
itself.   They signalize  an  age   which